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THE BRITISH  LABOUR PARTY1

(Formerly Labour Representation Committee)

With the adoption of its new constitution the Labour Party
has been transformed from a Federation, consisting of Trade
Unions, Socialist Societies, Co-operative Societies, Trades Coun-
cils, local labour Parties, and the Women's Labour League,
into a national political party, membership in which is open
to every man and woman who accept the Party's programme
and agree with its aims. In view of the large number of
voters added to the register under the Representation of the
People Act, it was felt to be necessary that the basis of mem-
bership in the Labour Party should be broadened sp as to in-
clude the large body of people who were, for various reasons,
neither members of a Trade Union nor of a Socialist Society.
Under the old constitution it was possible for individual men
and women to become associated with the Party by joining a
local Labour Party, but in general the principle of individual
membership in the local organizations had been practically ig-
nored. The new constitution makes individual membership a
cardinal point of the scheme. It also affords special facilities
to women electors to join the Party. The Women's Labour
League, which was the only political organization of women
affiliated to the Labour Party, has ceased to exist as a separate
body, and its members have become merged in the local La-
bour organizations.

The revised constitution put forward by the National Exec-
utive at the Annual Conference in Nottingham in January,
1918, and adopted with practical unanimity at the adjourned
Conference held in London a month later, preserves the char-
acter of the Pairty as a federation of national societies and
local organizations, but establishes the principle of individual
membership in the latter bodies. These constituent organiza-
tions will henceforth be composed of affiliated Trade Union
branches, the local Trades Council, the Socialist Societies, and
the Co-operative Societies having members within the area,
and of individual men and women who are willing to work
for the objects and subscribe to the constitution of the National
Labour Party. In places where the local Labour Parties and
Trades Councils have amalgamated, or where no Trades Coun-
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